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“Surely God is in this place…help me notice” 
(attributed to St. Lawrence)  

 

We Gather to Praise God 
 

Welcome to our worship service today.   

We pray you will feel God's presence as we worship together.  

You are invited to join in reading the responses and prayers, printed in bold. 

 

♫Prelude 
 

Greeting and Welcome 
 

Life and Work of the Church 
 

Lighting the Christ Candle (please light your own candle at home) 
 

♫Sung Introit:      “Morning Has Broken”            VU 409 
 
Morning has broken, like the first morning,  
blackbird has spoken like the first bird.  
Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning!  
Praise for them, springing fresh from the Word. 
 
 

The Call to Worship; 
 
We gather together to worship our God. God gathers us as 
God’s chosen people. We abide in God’s love. 
 
We enter worship with glad hearts, eager to love and serve 
God.  Christ has loved us completely and fully.  We abide in 
Christ’s Love. 
 
We praise the maker of heaven and earth, whose love 
spreads to all of creation. 
 
Creation is a gift to all, and we are entrusted to care for the 
good earth. Creation abides in our love. 
 
We honour the light, the dark, and the hues between. God 
makes all things beautiful. 
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Life in its fullness holds great joy and great pain. We are 
witnesses to the depth of love that fills our days.  We abide in 
the joy of love. 
 

Hymn:      “In Christ, There is No East or West”     VU 606 
 
The Opening Prayer and the Prayer of Confession: 
 
God of many blessings, we give thanks for this day and for all 
that our life holds. We open our hearts before you, and we ask 
for forgiveness. We confess we forget how to love ourselves 
as you love us. We forget how to love our neighbors as Christ 
lives us. We forget to recognize the needs of those around us 
because we are too busy with our daily worries. We fret. We 
doubt. 
 
There are times we abandon our gladness, and we despair.  
We hear the stories of abuse, abandonment, the realities of 
oppression and violence. We become desensitized to the 
news. 
 
God, you have given us the gift of this world.  We have fresh 
air, greening spaces to grow food, waterways and oceans that 
fill the earth with water. There are times we ignore the needs 
of the planet. Forgive us when we falter. 
 
We lose sight of the light of Christ in the light and the dark in 
life around us. We forget the dark is the space where life 
begins. We judge skin tones of others and ascribe worth not 
by your means, but our own. Forgive us when we falter…. 
 
 
Words of Affirmation: 
 
Our God of steadfast love is faithful and just. God hears our 
confession and offers forgiveness. God knows your hearts 
and offers your peace. Receive God’s peace and abide in 
Christ’s love.  AMEN! 
 

♫Hymn:                   “Jesus Loves Me”                    VU 365 
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We Listen for God’s Word 

 

Scripture Lessons: 
 

Acts 10:44-48   the gift of the Holy Spirit comes as Peter preaches 
Psalm 98  VU818  sing to God a new song 
1 John5:1-6  to love God is to obey God’s commandments 
John 15:9-17   I am the true vine 
 

             Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 
Thanks be to God! 

 

Message:   
 

♫Hymn:                 “Oh, a Song Must Rise”            MV 142 

 

We Respond to God’s Word 
 

Offering Invitation: 
 
Let us, as friends of Jesus, give generously for God’s work in 
the world. Our offering will now be received. 
 

The Prayer of Dedication: 
 

God, we love you with our whole hearts.  We believe with our 
whole lives. We dedicate all that we are in service to you. Take 
us, use us, mold us, make us. Take all that we are and all that 
we offer and use our gifts to the service of love.  AMEN! 
 

Prayers of the People / The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Loving and faithful God, we are called to imagine a more 
loving world; a world where each is treated with mutual 
respect, where everyone has their daily bread. We are called 
to imagine a world in which people have fair housing, food for 
daily living, and care for health and swell-being. We witness 
the despair and destruction of lives through abuse, 
abandonment, and neglect. We see the lonely, despairing, 
and those who have lost all hope. We are called to not only 
imagine a more loving world but to live in love. Help us to 
witness to the love and hope we experience through Christ. 
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May our living usher hope into the spaces we inhabit. We pray 
for our communities, our schools, our healthcare facilities, and 
all who serve in caring professions and emergency services. 
We pray for social workers, teachers, administrators, for those 
in the hospitality industry, who clean and care for our parks 
and public spaces. We pray for sanitization workers and 
transportation drivers, for the people we encounter daily 
whose lives intersect our own. We pray for those who serve 
silently and are not encountered, whose work keeps them 
from view. We pray for the conflicts and concerns of our wider 
world. We pray for those whose safety is in question, and 
those who do not know where or when they will taste their next 
meal. We pray for those in war-torn spaces, and for the health 
and safety of the vulnerable of every age and stage of life. 
Loving and faithful God, we are called to live in love. May our 
words build up our community and serve to create a more 
loving world. May our actions help to bridge the gaps between 
us. We pray that our actions and attitudes are your 
commandments lived in action. Be in our eyes, our hands, our 
feet, our minds, and our hearts, we pray, offering now the pray 
our risen Saviour taught:  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven … (VU 959) 
 

♫Hymn:                 “Deep In Our Hearts”                  VU 154  
 

The Closing Words: 
 

♫Sung Blessing: “Go Now in Peace” 

 
Go now in peace, never be afraid, 
God will go with you each hour of everyday. 
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true. 
Know he will guide you in all you do. 
Go now in love and show you believe, 
Reach out to others so all the world can see. 
God will be there watching from above, 
Go now in peace, in faith and in love. 
 

♫Postlude 

 

Our Worship Ends – Our Service Begins 
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May 9, 2021 

Announcements 
 
 

 

 As church, we are called to pray for each other  

and for our mission in the world   
 

White Lake Pastoral Charge, 
Calabogie, White Lake, Burnstown, ON 

 

 
 
 

Question of the Day 
When have your own biases and prejudices been 

shattered? 
 

Believe me, it happens more often than not. Let’s say, you grew up 
in a home where you were told, “the breadwinner is the man, and 
his wife takes care of the house. Because his wife isn’t working, she 
takes direction from him.” As time goes on, you believe this and 
hope that when you have a family, you might raise them as you 
were raised. But you and your spouse have a family of girls. You 
see your female children being left out of opportunities, because of 
being female. What do you do? Here’s a place to start --- maybe 
you know of others. 

 

Nursing Homes / Seniors’ Homes Services: 
 

All Nursing / Seniors’ Home Services 
are cancelled until further notice. 

 
 

Sun. May 9th at 3pm Eastern time, United Church 
YouTube Channel: a worship service of Apology and Lament 
for the church’s role in coerced adoptions. The Rt. Rev. Dr. 
George Bott, moderator, will offer a formal apology to mothers 
and all affected by historical adoption practices. 
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The United Church of Canada gratefully acknowledges that 

its buildings and ministries, from coast to coast to coast,  

are on traditional territories of Indigenous Peoples. 
 

Our vital, innovative, and healing ministries are supported by 
generous Mission and Service donations. 

 
 

 

The Genesis Cooperative 
of the United Church of Canada 

42 Mill St., Box 689, Vankleek Hill, ON K0B 1R0 
Phone: 613-678-5499  genesiscc@bellnet.ca 

 

Genesis Cooperative Community     
www.genesiscmty.com 

 

Minister:  Rev. Phyllis Dietrich 
 

Administrative Assistant:  Gabrielle Becker 
Administrative Office Hours: 

Monday, Wednesday & Thursday  10:00 am – 1:00 pm 
Announcement Deadline:  Wednesday @ noon 

 

 
 

Minutes for Mission                                                            

 

Your Generosity Has a Worldwide Impact:  
Mambud’s Story 
 
We don’t always know the extent of the good we do even 
when we are giving generously. When we make a gift, we 
hope to have an impact but often can’t foresee how many lives 
we touch or how far our care extends. Mambud Samai’s story 
is a tangible example of how your gifts through Mission & 
Service send ripples of compassion across continents.  

mailto:genesiscc@bellnet.ca
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Mambud, a pastor, lives in Sierra Leone, where an estimated 
27,000 citizens became amputees during the civil war that 
raged between 1991 and 2002.  

To support amputees he visited in rehabilitation camps after 
the war, Mambud turned to soccer, his country’s favourite 
sport. He founded a soccer league for amputees called the 
Single Leg Amputee Sports Club of Sierra Leone to help 
restore hope. Now 350 members strong, the league isn’t just 
about helping amputees overcome discrimination, restoring 
their pride, and providing therapeutic support. As if these 
alone aren’t amazing.  

Two years ago, Mambud decided he wanted to make an even 
bigger difference. So, he flew all the way to the Asian Rural 
Institute (ARI for short), a unique school in Japan that your 
Mission & Service gifts support. Thanks to generous 
supporters like you, ARI trains thousands of leaders like 
Mambud from all over the world to grow food, tend livestock, 
and be effective change agents in their community.  

After graduating from the nine-month program at ARI, 
Mambud returned to the soccer fields of Sierra Leone with a 
new goal: to develop teaching farms where people can learn 
to grow food sustainably and support themselves financially 
by selling that food at market.  

Mambud and members of the Single Leg Amputee Sports 
Club of Sierra Leone now run an educational farm, and there 
are plans to convert more of Sierra Leone’s fertile land into 
gardens and teaching centres. In a country where the average 
person lives just 43 years, Mambud’s extraordinary leadership 
and the skills he learned in Japan save lives.  

From Canada to Japan to Sierra Leone–Mambud’s story is 
just one example of how your gifts do a world of good.  

If Mission & Service giving is already a regular part of your life, 
thank you so much! If you have not given, please help 
transform and save lives, inspire meaning and purpose, and 
build a better world through our shared Mission & Service.  

By supporting leaders like Mambud with education and 
training, your generosity helps change lives around the world. 
Thank you! 


